
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

Immediate Release 
 
 
Essential Work should not be Precarious Work: Workers speak up for better conditions during 
COVID-19 Pandemic 
 
 
What: Press Conference (Zoom link available by request) 
When: 10am Friday May 1st, 2020  
Who: Coalition against Precarious Work 

Jorge Frozzini, Community Organizer Immigrant Workers Centre  
Charles, former Dollarama warehouse worker living in Montreal Nord 
Andrew and his mother, meat processing plant worker  
Eric, Current agricultural worker and Temporary Foreign Worker 
Celina San Juan, precarious worker fighting for her status and access to the CERB 
Jennifer, a caregiver who has recently reunited with her family just before the pandemic 
started in Quebec. 

 
Montreal, May 1, 2020. As part of the May First International Labour Day celebrations, and as 
Quebec prepares to slowly reopen the economy, the Immigrant Workers Centre has brought 
together workers to express their solidarity and to share their experiences of precarious work.  
 
The group claims that workers providing essential services to all the people of Quebec should 
stand together in solidarity. “We work as caregivers, cleaners, we process and prepare food, we 
drive goods, we distribute goods, we are cashiers in stores... Our work should have value now 
and after this pandemic,” the group said. 
 
Mostafa Henaway of the IWC says: "These workers face conditions of precarity because they 
work through placement agencies, because they face labour standard violations, because their 
employers do not respect the specific conditions to protect workers during the pandemic."  
 
Many workers, who are deemed essential are immigrant workers as recent refugee claimants, 
Temporary Foreign Workers, and many are with precarious status. Many essential services 
workers are undertaking risks because of lack of government investigation and enforcement of 
health and safety regulations. Also due to low wages (often below the$2000 per month basic 
income provided through the CERB), insecure work, and lack of access to the federal Canada 
Emergency Relief benefit  people feel compelled to risk their health and lives to continue to 
work. 
 
Andrew, a recent immigrant from Bangladesh whose older mother works in a meat processing 
plant north of Montreal, described the fear their family has for her Mom's safety. “I am scared 
because all the workers are forced to take the over-crowded bus rides taking her to work and 



 

working shoulder to shoulder with others there is no protection against the virus”.  These large 
meat processing plants in the U.S. and Canada have become frequent sites of major outbreaks 
and of community transmission of COVID-19 due to the lack of enforcement, and effort by 
employers to guarantee the safety of its workers.  
 
A former warehouse worker  at Dollarama who was fired because he reported to a supervisor 
the illness of other workers in the warehouse described the priorities of employers; “ they care 
more about their profit then our safety, after 10 years of working there, this is how we are 
treated because we’re immigrants,” situations like these put everyone at risk he said.  
 
Workers whose jobs in unsafe conditions of deemed essential services then pose a risk of 
community transmission of the virus in their neighbourhoods. Thus, due to the negligence of 
employers, working-class and immigrant neighbourhoods, such as Montreal North, are 
becoming the epicentre of the pandemic in the Montreal area.  
 
The IWC and representatives of groups of precarious workers demand that the government:  

1) Investigate and enforce health and safety standards as well as security measures 
linked to COVID-19 and ensure that inspectors are sent to the workplace in 
person 

2) To regularize and give status to all workers by immediately providing them 
Quebec Certificate of Selection 

3) Immediate access to open work permits so workers can leave unsafe jobs  
4) Pay premiums to all essential workers, including Temporary Foreign Workers in 

agriculture  
5) To implement a $15 an hour minimum wage for all work long with the hazard 

pay 
6) For agency workers, access to permanent and secure work as we see with 

essential workers as cleaners, attendants and warehouse workers being 
temporary workers 

 
COVID 19 has shown the huge disparities in labour and the essential role played by the lowest 
paid precarious workers. Solidarity should not be a mere slogan but a call for the government 
to act and support those workers who have taken huge risks to keep Quebec functioning in this 
period. 
 
Member groups of the Coalition against Precarious Work: Immigrant Workers Centre (IWC-
CTI), Temporary Agency Workers Association (TAWA-ATTAP), Quebec Migrant Workers 
Association (QMWA-ATTMQ), Mexicans United for Regularization (MUR) and PINAY (Filipino 
Women’s Organization of Quebec)    
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