
Your
Rights
During the
Curfew

*This document should not be taken as legal advice. If you are in need of
legal advice for your specific situation, please contact a lawyer.



What is the Law?

"Ordering of measures to protect the health
of the population amid the COVID-19

pandemic situation"
January 9th, 2021

Performing work that is still permitted
Obtaining something from a pharmacy
Receiving educational services from a university
Receiving necessary healthcare
Giving blood 
Providing care to a person in need 
Complying with a court judgment
To take a bus, train, or plane for interregional/interprovincial
travel
To obtain vechicle services or food (BUT must be connected
to reason 1-8)
To walk your dog (Must be within 1km of your home)
To accompany a person requiring assistance (Must be
related to reasons 1-10)

Between 8:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m., no person may be outside the
person’s residence unless for one of the following 11 reasons:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.

10.
11.



What Does
This Mean
For You?
Before these new rules, police could only detain
you on the street if they had reason to suspect you
were involved in a current or recent crime. Now, if
it's after 8:00 p.m. or before 5:00 a.m., they are
always allowed to detain you and ask you why you
are out past curfew.
They will require you to show an "Employer
Attestation Concerning Travel During the Curfew
Decreed by the Gouvernement du Québec" which
should be filled out by your Employer (see next
page). 
If you don't have this, they can give you a ticket. 



Attestation Letter, 
link on last page.



Attestation 
Letters
It is important to get one of these letters filled
out. If you live in Canada and you are in-between
status, filling out this letter might be more
complicated. If you are in need of advice, please
contact the Immigrant Workers Center:

Phone: 514 342-2111
Email: info@iwc-cti.ca
Web:  www.iwc-cti.ca



What Can You Do If
You're Stopped By
Police?

If you give your legal name and there is an arrest warrant
issued in that name (related to a deportation or removal
order, or to a criminal charge), the police can arrest and
detain you.
If you do have a letter, you'll have to give them a name that
matches the letter. 

It's important to know that police powers right now are broad,
and people's rights are unclear. If the police stop you, stay calm
(practice telling the police your name and where you are going
to be prepared). 

The police will ask you to identify yourself, you will have to
give a name. In considering whether or not to give your
legal name know that:

The police can potentially call the CBSA central line to determine
your immigration status, and if they determine you don't have
status could arrest you. It is unclear what motivates them to call
CBSA/when they choose to do this.

Except for identifying yourself and showing your attestation
letter, you DO NOT have to answer police questions. Tell
them you're exercising your right to remain silent.



What Can You Do If
You're Stopped By
Police?
If you do have a letter:  If they don't believe it, ask them to
call your employer. Once they are done looking at your  letter
ask "Am I done being detained?". If they say yes, walk away. If
they say no, they have to tell you why you are still being
detained (they need a legitimate reason - "helping you" or
"making sure you're alright" is never a good reason). If you're
being detained you're allowed to speak with a lawyer! You
can ask to call one if they're detaining you.

If you do not have a letter attesting to why you're out
past curfew: They will give you a ticket. When they are done
giving you a ticket, ask as soon as possible "Am I done being
detained?". If they say yes, walk away. If they say no, they
have to tell you why you are still being detained (they need to
have a legitimate reason). If you're being detained you're
allowed to speak with a lawyer! You can ask to call one if
they're detaining you.

If police ask to search you/your clothes/your bags:
Theoretically police are only allowed to search you and your
things if either they have a warrant or if there is a reason to
be concerned for their safety. If they ask or begin to search
you, say that they do not have a warrant and you do not
consent.



If You Are 
Arrested 

The officer must tell you what you are being
arrested for, or why you are being detained. 
You can contact a lawyer 24/7 at 514-954-3444
in case of arrest 
You must be able to contact a lawyer in private
when you're arrested
The police should not question you until you
have been able to contact a lawyer
You have the right to remain silent (HOWEVER,
this does not mean the police will stop
questioning you. They likely will be very
persistant and try and get you to speak. You
do not have to answer them - remain
silent.)
You have the right to a translator



If You Are Arrested 

What name and date of birth did you give the
officers?
Who arrested you? (Type of officer: SPVM, RCMP,
CBSA; their name, badge number, etc.)
Why are you arrested? (e.g. immigration, criminal
charge)
Where are you being held? (Location, address)
Are they moving you somewhere else?
Do you have a “bail hearing” or “detention review
hearing”? When? Where?
Who else they should call (e.g. outreach worker,
immigration or criminal lawyer, friend)? 
Do you need them to bring something? Money for
the hearing? Clothes? Medicine? When and where
do they need to bring it?
You have the right to a translator: Do you need
one? Did you ask?

Info to keep track of, give to
the first person you call:



If You Get a 
Ticket

Pay it (online, in the mail, or at the locations identified on the
back of the ticket)

If you need to, you can also go to the city collection agent
(303 Notre-Dame Est) and work out a payment plan or work
compensation program.
Please note: by paying the ticket, you are pleading guilty to
the infraction with which you were charged. This means that
you’re admitting that you did whatever the police officer said
you did. But you don’t get a criminal record!

Contest it (in court, by notifying them online, in the mail, or at
the locations identified on the back of the ticket)

A not-guilty plea will result in a “notice of hearing” at the
Municipal courthouse
If the judge agrees with you at trial and acquits you of the
charge, this ends the process. If the judge disagrees with you,
he or she will find you guilty and decide that you have to pay
the fine, plus the fees for the court case. If you don’t have
much money, you can ask the judge for: 1) more time to pay
your fine and 2) to waive the court costs

Once you’ve been given a ticket, you have 30 days to respond. You
have 3 options. Each option has different consequences. The options
are:

1.

a.

b.

2.

a.

b.

http://ville.montreal.qc.ca/pay


If You Get a 
Ticket

Seize your stuff to pay the amount of the ticket
Issue a summons for you to appear before a collection agent.
(This means that a police officer who stops you can bring you in
to the station and order you to appear before a collection agent
either to pay the ticket, work out a payment plan, or a
compensatory work program. If you don’t show up, the court will
then:
Issue a warrant for your arrest. This means that a police officer
who stops you can bring you directly to jail.
Please note: At any time when you have a summons or a warrant
for your arrest in your name for not paying your ticket, you can
go see the collection agent and pay the fines (or create a
payment plan) and the warrants will be removed from the
system. Also note: Even if you serve time in jail for not paying
your tickets, getting a ticket never gives you a criminal record.

3. Do nothing
If you do nothing about your ticket for 30 days, you will be assumed
to want to contest it. However, unlike the situation in which you
actively contest it, the city will not advise you of your court date.
Once you do not show up to your court date (because you don’t
know about it), there will be a default judgment against you (i.e. you
will be found guilty in your absence). The court will order you (still
without your knowing) to pay the amount of the ticket, plus the court
fees. If you do not pay this amount, the court can do three things:



Create a Safety
Plan

With a key to your apartment who could get your
clothes, money, important papers, medications,
etc.?
Who would bring money (“financial guarantee” or
“bail”) to the detention centre, court or tribunal?
Who would come to the court/tribunal and testify
on your behalf at a “bail hearing” or “detention
review hearing”?
Who could contact an immigration lawyer or a
criminal lawyer?

If you are detained, is there someone:



Other Info:
Police still need a warrant to enter your
home! 
It’s now easier for them to get warrants on the go
(called ‘telewarrants") if they suspect you're
breaking the law and want to enter your home.
BUT you can still refuse entry unless they have a
warrant. You should ask to see it before allowing
any police officer into your home. 



For More 
Info:

Government of Quebec FAQ on
confinement
Attestation by employer for travel
during curfew (Word Doc)
Info on Contesting a Ticket

Or contact the Immigrant Workers Center
Phone: 514 342-2111
Email: info@iwc-cti.ca
Web:  www.iwc-cti.ca

*This document should not be taken as legal advice. If you are in need of legal advice for your
specific situation, please contact a lawyer.

https://www.quebec.ca/en/health/health-issues/a-z/2019-coronavirus/confinement-in-quebec/
https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/sante/documents/Problemes_de_sante/covid-19/Confinement/Attestation_Deplacement_Couvre-feuANG.docx?1610477317
https://educaloi.qc.ca/en/capsules/contesting-a-ticket/

